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Have there been times during a game when you have tried to calculate like mad, but can find no rhyme or reason to your
lines? Have you ever felt that the computer’s suggestions in your post-mortem analysis make no sense to you? Ever felt like
the man with a hammer, suspecting that the world may not be made up entirely of nails after all?

In Positional Play Jacob Aagaard shares his simple three-step tool of positional analysis that he has used with club players
and famous grandmasters to improve their positional decision-making. Working from the starting point that all players who
aspire to play at international level have a certain amount of positional understanding, Aagaard lays out an easy-to-follow
training plan that will improve everyone’s intuition and positional decision-making.

Grandmaster Jacob Aagaard won the British Championship at his first and only attempt. He is the only chess author to have
received the Boleslavsky Medal as well as the Guardian, ECF and ChessCafe Book of the Year awards. He is a FIDE Senior
Trainer, and on his retirement from professional chess he has taken up the post as trainer for the Danish elite. His training
material is used by amateurs, grandmasters and World Champions alike.

The Grandmaster Preparation series is aimed at ambitious players

ISBN 978-1-907982-27-9 - 312 pages - Published (hardcover) 
9 November 2012

Currently this book is only available in hardcover. It will be published in paperback in May 2013.

Reviews
"Positional Play offers the reader 222 well-chosen positions to solve, drawn primarily, but not exclusively, from recent
practice. These positions are arranged around three themes: weaknesses, pieces and prophylaxis. Even those unable to solve
the positions will derive benefit from the effort and the thorough solutions.

Accepted practice holds that all chess players should incorporate thirty minutes a day solving tactics. An extra half hour going
through Positional Play would be time well spent.

Highly Recommended."
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IM John Donaldson

"All exercise positions in this book are from real games involving at least one player of IM strength. The positions are quite
modern – most source games were played in the last fifteen years... It is evident that Aagaard has put a lot of work into
acquiring these positions for use as training material, and [Positional Play] may well be a terrific addition to a chess player's
library based on the quantity and quality of the exercises. Contemplation of the positions should provide many hours of
enjoyment for chess players."

Vijay Raghavan, ChessCafe.com (full review)

"&#147;A challenge for the aspiring player, an invitation to some high class training sessions."

Uwe Bekemann, www.bdf-fernschachbund.de

"An amazing training and exercise book that will bring ambitious players to a high positional level with the help of the
3-question method. Highly recommended!"

Heinz Däubler, &#147;Der Neue Tag&#148; (Weiden)
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